
The Story of the Ark at St. Paul’s  !
When you first came to St. Paul’s, I’m sure your 
child noticed the big ark (boat) structure standing 
in our playground.  Most likely, he or she begged 
to spend time playing on it.   For 15 years, this 
playground equipment has proudly stood as an 
announcement that the members of St. Paul’s 
support children.   

Our school opened its doors in the fall of 1997.  
At that time, those who were working on the 
playground wanted to supplement what we had 
with unique, quality equipment.  When Bob 
Rhodes, long time church member, brought 
pictures of Amish-made wooden arks, we 

envisioned children walking up the gangplank, sliding down the slide, and having a great time 
playing on it.  However, we did not anticipate the impact that ark would have on children of all 
ages. 

In the fall of 1998, a flatbed truck delivered our ark on a day when school was in session.  
According to Susan Allen, another longtime church member, all of the children, teachers and  
church staff stood in awe at the gift they had received.  What a great day!  The following 
Sunday, all of the Sunday school children left their classes to investigate the ark.  Since that 
time, the ark has been a blessing to children of our church, school and community.   

Now for the sad news. Over the years, the rain, snow, ice, and children, have taken their toll on 
the wooden ark.  According to the School Administrative Director Kathy Johnston, and Program 
Director Rob Heinz, we are no longer able to keep the ark safe for those who play on it.  Sadly, 
the school board has decided it must be replaced. 

Over 15 years ago when we first dreamed of an ark in the playground, we came to the 
congregation for help.  They shared our vision and gave generously.  We are now reaching out 
to both the congregation and school families for help. We want to continue to be known as “the 
church with the boat” from all children past and present.   

You may wonder, “How can I help”?  On April 12th, St. Paul’s Lutheran School will be having a 
yard sale.  Please consider donating items to be sold to raise funds for the ark, or volunteer to 
join the planning committee.  You may contact Administrative Director, Kathy Johnston if you are 
interested.   More information regarding this fundraiser will follow soon.    

Monetary donations of any size are appreciated too!  Because St. Paul’s Lutheran School is a 
non-profit tax-exempt organization under IRS code section 501 C (3), many employers, such as 
Bank of America, will match employee donations. This is one way for employees to double their 
contributions to qualified organizations of their choice, thus improving the communities in which 
we live and work.  If you are interested in making a donation, kindly submit a check made 
payable to the school and mark “ark” in the memo section of your check.  We thank you in 
advance for your gifts, and wish you only the best from everyone at St. Paul’s Lutheran School.  


